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with unexampled prodigality, have failed to come up
expectations. What it has achieved is the fortuitous
production of a few gigantic industrial concerns, which
have afforded excellent propaganda material but have
as yet served no useful purpose, because they have no
connexion with the real needs of the Russian people.
One hundred and eighteen milliards of roubles have
been swallowed up in producing results which, as the
official statistics themselves bear witness,, have only with
the most painful effort achieved the half of what was
expected of them in 1928. Almost everywhere the output
of energy has been barren of result. The Turksib railway,
which, be it observed, was begun under the old regime,
is a case in point. Very few trains run at all, and those
few are very slow. The Dnieprostzoi dam, the work of
an American engineer, will go on turning its machinery
in vacuo for many a year to come for lack of transformers
and cables to transmit the current. At Nijni-Novgorod
seventy-five per cent of the motor cars which the Ford
factories are so busily turning out will be unusable in
a country destitute of metalled roads. The delicate
American machine-tools were soon put out of order in the
factories and on farms, where the workers had not been
trained in their use. An important undertaking consist-
ing of iron foundries and blast furnaces called the Magni-
torsk was established, but it was two thousand kilometres
away from the coal mines. Hence the exorbitant price
of the insignificant quantity of steel produced. The rest
is all of a piece,
A tacit recognition of failure was implied in the spate
of 'plans' which began to follow one after another with-
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